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Good Evening everyone and thank you for your attendance tonight. 

On an evening in April of this year, a group of Scouters got together to discuss an idea that was brought to light by Eric Rosen.  It was something that a few of us had in mind and we decided to trade ideas with each other to see what the other ones thought.

It was because of our love for the spirit of Wauwepex and Schiff Scout Reservation that we decided that something more could, and should, be done to insure that the camp and its programs would continue to flourish.

On that April evening, the idea of the Wauwepex Society at Schiff Scout Reservation was given a solid commitment by Eric Rosen, Eric Anderson, Joseph Scalise, Fred Troll and myself, Lorraine Rosen,  to see that this society came to fruition. We thought long and hard on the name of the Society so as to include the feelings of all Scouts and Scouters who have known and experienced the camp on Wading River Road as both Wauwepex and as Schiff Scout Reservation. And so was born, The Wauwepex Society at Schiff Scout Reservation. 

The help of Joseph Scalise was then enlisted in drawing up a constitution. It was a large undertaking and we thank him for his assistance. Eric Anderson was extremely helpful in drawing up the logo that you see on all correspondence associated with the Society, with helping us to design the levels of membership, and designing and maintaining the website.  

Collectively, we gave much thought and consideration to projects and causes that the Wauwepex Society could assist in funding. There are many to be considered, and we welcome all ideas from members. 

Eric Rosen took the idea of the Society to Ed McLaughlin, the Chief Scout Executive of Theodore Roosevelt Council to see how he felt about it. Ed was delighted with the idea and gave Eric his blessing to run with it. 

More volunteers assisted with getting out the three thousand letters of announcement asking for new members to sign up and contribute to the cause that brings us here tonight. 

So, here we are the Founding and Charter Members of the Wauwepex Society at Schiff Scout Reservation, gathered tonight to ratify our constitution, approve our Officers and Advisory Board, and exchange ideas. 

Please give careful consideration to the work involved in getting this Society up and running and the commitment pledged by the people who began this journey that we now embark upon.  

Yours in Scouting, 

The Founding Members of The Wauwepex Society at Schiff Scout Reservation

